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worthy representative to take a squadron abroad.
On a number of occasions he had the young officers
in to dinner. It was inspiring to us to hear his
experiences in a war that had been fought forty-five
years previously.

The Wai ash had two horizontal engines, and her
maximum speed under steam was nine knots, with
an average of about five.   We sailed from Hamp-
ton Roads on July 22,  1858, arriving at Gibraltar
on August 15.   Altogether, some fourteen months
were spent in the Mediterranean, cruising from port
to port.   We youngsters of the "steerage," as the
junior mess is called in distinction from the senior
or wardroom mess, had close quarters, but ours was
the happiest period that comes to a naval officer's
career.   In every important port from Gibraltar to
Turkey and Egypt we had glimpses of life ashore;
and we were introduced for the first time to the ex-
change of official calls and salutes between nations,
which becomes routine to older officers, but to us
had the charm of novelty.   No conducted tourist ex-
cursion can quite equal that under official auspices.

I recall that President Cleveland once said to a
friend of mine that he considered that the commander
of a nian-of-war on the European station had about
as lordly a position as could fall to the lot of an
American citizen. He is the king of a little world
of his own, subject only to squadron orders and to
those from Washington.